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Dany Cotton QFSM (Commissioner, London Fire Brigade):  Good morning, everyone.  The events of 2017 

have had a profound and long-lasting effect on the London Fire Brigade and will continue to dominate our 

work for a long time to come.  I look forward to discussing these issues with you this morning, but I wanted to 

start by setting out my priorities for the year ahead. 

 

Clearly, a lot of our work will, quite rightly, focus on the criminal investigation and the public inquiry into the 

Grenfell Tower fire, but I also want to ensure that we grasp this once-in-a-generation opportunity to improve 

building regulations and fire safety.  We will continue to work with Dame Judith Hackitt [Chair, Independent 

Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety] on her review, with the Mayor on the draft London Plan, and 

with Assembly Members (AMs) such as AM [Navin] Shah on sprinklers. 

 

In addition to our campaigning on sprinklers and building regulations, we will continue to prioritise our 

campaign on the safety of white goods in people’s homes.  We recently saw some really good progress on the 

Total Recalls campaign with the Government announcing a register for recalled products, something we had 

been a long time campaigning for.  A big priority for this year will be to ensure that this goes ahead as planned 

and we will look at other issues giving us cause for concern in this area, such as the sale of potentially 

dangerous second-hand goods. 

 

Work will also continue to press for measures to improve fire safety in the private rented sector, where we know 

people are more likely to have a fire.  This will include working with landlords to ensure the safety of electrical 

appliances, lobbying the Government for electrical safety testing in private rented accommodation to be 

mandatory, and taking action to tackle rogue landlords who put their tenants’ lives at risk.  We will see the 

abolition of the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA) on 1 April [2018] and we are working 

now to ensure we have the right support mechanism and teams in place to ensure the smooth transition to new 

governance arrangements. 

 

I am personally delighted by this morning’s announcement of Dr Fiona Twycross’s [AM, Chair, LFEPA] 

nomination (for Deputy Mayor for Fire, Resilience and Emergency Planning) and I look forward, I hope, to 

working with her in the future and continuing to build on the partnership we have established over the last 

year. 

 

We will also continue to comply with good transparency reporting requirements, and we will ensure that 

Assembly Members are kept informed. 

 

Operational staff will get new personal protective equipment in October [2018] and work on implementing 

changes to our watch structure will continue.  We will also see further developments in our Safer Together and 

Putting People First strategies, and we will continue in our efforts to make the London Fire Brigade more 

representative of the communities we serve and attract the best possible talent into the Brigade.  Thank you. 



 

 

Dr Fiona Twycross AM (Chair, London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority):  Thank you, 

Commissioner, and thank you, Chair, for your kind words. 

 

I just want to take the opportunity as the last Chair of LFEPA to echo what Commissioner Dany Cotton has said 

about the events of 2017.  It was a hugely challenging year for London and for the London Fire Brigade and, in 

the aftermath of the Grenfell Tower fire, the tragic loss of life has had and continues to have a profound effect 

both on our city and on the Brigade.  I know from previous Assembly meetings how proud the Assembly is of 

the London Fire Brigade and its work and how much we appreciate the work Dany and her team do to keep 

Londoners safe. 

 

I just wanted to add that if Members read the press release, it also announces that the Mayor is intending, as I 

think we all assumed he would, to keep Dany on in her role as well.  Therefore, I am also looking forward to 

continuing to work with her.  We owe the Commissioner and her staff a debt of gratitude. 

 

This will be the final Plenary with a Chair of LFEPA in front of the Assembly and I also wanted to pay tribute to 

the work of LFEPA members both present and past.  I am sorry Gareth [Bacon AM, former Chairman of LFEPA] 

is not able to be here today, but I did want to put on record how, despite our occasional very public 

differences, I have appreciated his insight as former Chair of the Authority to me in my role. 

 

I am sure we will be talking more about the governance changes and Dany mentioned transparency, but I just 

wanted to add a very quick point about challenge.  Good governance involves healthy challenge.  LFEPA has 

sometimes involved good challenge and sometimes, to be honest, we know that it has just simply been 

challenging.  We have had cross-party agreement on the legal governance changes and on the fact that the 

Fire Authority is now anachronistic.  I am hugely honoured to have been offered the opportunity by the Mayor 

to be London’s first ever Deputy Mayor for Fire and Resilience.  I am looking forward to working with all of 

you; Dany; the Brigade; the Mayor and the new Fire, Resilience and Emergency Planning Committee to make 

sure that we get the new system of governance and the new approach to challenge right.  Thank you. 


